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Too large a proportion of the discussion is devoted to the litera- 
ture. With some points of detail the individual critic may disagree. 
For example, the Diatessaron is dated about 150 A. D. (p. 65), and 
the Essenes are declared to be of more importance for the history of 
the church than either the Sadducees or Pharisees (p. 4). 

J. W. Bailey. 
The University of Chicago. 



The Old Testament and the New Scholarship. By John P. Peters, 
Ph.D., D.D., Rector of St. Michael's Church, New York. 
London: Methuen & Co., 1901. Pp. 328. $1.50. 

This volume deserves a wide circulation and repeated reading. It 
supplies a large amount of information greatly needed among the 
people, who hear much confusing talk about modern scholarship and 
higher criticism, but who take no pains to inform themselves upon the 
facts and the real issues of the modern critical study of the Bible. 
The author is well known among biblical scholars, was for a time pro- 
fessor in the University of Pennsylvania, and was in charge of the 
expedition sent out by that university in 1888 to conduct explorations 
in Babylonia. This volume forms one of an extensive series known as 
"The Churchman's Library." It is a compilation of sundry papers on 
a variety of biblical topics, some of which have already appeared in 
other forms. The fifteen chapters are arranged in four parts, headed : 
(1) "The Fundamental Doctrine of the Bible;" (2) "Evolution and 
the Bible;" (3) "The Book of Psalms;" (4) "Archaeology and the 
Bible." The contents cover a wide range of matters of sterling inter- 
est, and yet, as a whole, give the impression of a miscellaneous collec- 
tion of essays rather than that of a work of noticeable unity of purpose. 
But this feature does not detract from the real value of the book. 
Every chapter is filled with helpful presentations of various problems 
of Old Testament study, as they are handled by the most distinguished 
biblical scholars of our time. In the first chapter, after describing 
the arrangement of the Old Testament writings as they stand in the 
Jewish canon and in the Hebrew Bibles, the author points out how 
these same writings were rearranged in great part by the authors of 
the Greek and Latin versions, how they were given new names, and 
how they were set in what these old translators believed to be a more 
scientific form. He shows how this arrangement has been followed in 
our English Bible, and how "the higher criticism of the ancient 
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Alexandrian schools has actually been incorporated in the text of the 
Bible of English-speaking Christians. It is a curious illustration of 
the manner in which the liberalism and even the free-thinking of one 
age become the stiffest orthodoxy of some succeeding age." 

The chapter on "The Bible, the Church and Reason" may be 
profitably read in connection with Professor C. A. Briggs's treatise of 
the same title. The chapter on the " Modern Study of the Bible " 
seems rather incomplete in failing to record the more notable achieve- 
ments of biblical scholarship during the last half-century. During 
this period more definite and positive results have been reached in 
all departments of biblical study than in all the time from Richard 
Simon down to the appearance of Ewald's epoch-making History of 
the People Israel. Dr. Peters gives relatively large space and more 
especial consideration to the Psalms and the book of Daniel. 

The entire work is written in a lucid and readable style, and is 
adapted to interest and profit the specialist in such studies, as well as 
every reader of ordinary intelligence. 

M. S. Terry. 



Public Worship. A Study in the Psychology of Religion. By 
John P. Hvlan. Chicago: Open Court Publishing Co., 
1901. Pp. 94. $0.25. 

We add this interesting study to those of Starbuck, Coe, and kin- 
dred workers, and regard it as significant and hopeful. In the facts of 
religious life lie their meaning and their justification. The questions 
proposed for solution are : Why are not our churches more efficient? 
What is the significance and value of this modern type of worship? 
What is the meaning of changes in religious conceptions? What is the 
psychology of public worship? 

The materials are found in the answers to a list of questions and 
in the phenomena of religious history. While the data are too scanty 
for a strictly scientific conclusion, the speculations and generalizations 
are very suggestive, and the method deserves further employment by a 
multitude of observers in contact with many persons of various races 
and forms of culture. 

The author would render a better service by revising his vague and 
unsatisfactory definition of religion (p. 91): "A feeling of personal 
responsibility toward the conditions of the environment." 

C. R. Henderson. 
The University of Chicago. 



